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FAQs about the Dr. artium programme at KUG 
(03/2022)  

 

1. How does the Dr. artium programme differ from a 
Dr.phil/PhD or a purely artistic doctorate?  
The Dr. artium programme at the Doctoral School of Artistic Research (KWDS) places a double 
artistic-academic demand: The research proceeds throughout by combining two modes of 
systematic and (self-)critical thinking on a topic: (1) explorative or experimental reflection 
through artistic practice and (2) academic reflection.  At the same time, however, every single 
doctoral project is unique in terms of the interdisciplinary combination of different research 
methods. 
In this respect, the Dr. artium programme in Graz differs fundamentally both from the Dr.phil 
programme (as a purely scientific programme) and from artistic doctoral programmes that are 
limited to a professional artistic advanced qualification (e.g. "Practice-based PhD" in countries 
such as England or the “Doctor of Musical Arts” degree in the U.S, Canada, and Australia). 

The doctoral thesis is made up of two parts: an artistic part in the form of 4 public 
presentations spread out over the duration of the programme and a written dissertation of 
around 100 pages. These two parts are developed on the basis of a combined, artistic-academic 
practice and are closely interwoven.  

2. Do I have the right Master’s degree?  

The entry requirement for the Dr. artium programme is an artistic or artistic-scholarly Master’s 
degree or Diploma in the field of music or performing arts. This must provide you with the 
necessary subject knowledge to work on your research topic. For further options see the KWDS-
curriculum.  

N.B.: A German translation of foreign degree certificates may be required; please see here 
whether you will be required to submit a certified translation.  

3. What is required for the exposé?  
You may structure the exposé as you wish and it can be adjusted to suit the individual research 
topic. We recommend a length of around 7-12 pages. We also recommend you to submit 
supporting materials in digital form; such as links to recordings, scores or your Master’s thesis.  
 

https://www.kug.ac.at/en/studying/during-your-studies/recognition-and-equivalence/
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The key criteria with regard to content are:  

• Formulation of the research idea with particular focus on how artistic and academic 
approaches are interwoven when addressing the research question, including explicit 
reflection on your own understanding of artistic research  

• Presentation of your awareness of the problem, based on the overview of the current state 
of research taking into account the most important scientific and artistic research 
publications and artistic works or discourses relevant to the research topic  

• Structure of the planned approach and interdisciplinary methodology, especially with regard 
to how the chosen method addresses both the artistic and the scientific aspect of the 
question (e.g. artistic experiments & explorations, documentation, argumentation, analysis 
and critical reflection, etc.), and how the artistic and scholarly results are made 
comprehensible in terms of media and content 

• Your personal qualifications, which will enable you to successfully carry out the research 
project (e.g. previous artistic or academic projects, related prior knowledge, financial plan, 
etc.)  

 

4. How do I find a suitable internal supervisor?  
You need written approval statements from two supervisors on the teaching staff of the 
University of Music and Performing Arts Graz (KUG) or the Zurich University of the Arts: one 
who will supervise the artistic aspect of the project, and one who will supervise the academic 
aspect. Suitable supervisors must hold a professorship or the university teaching qualification 
(Habilitation) in the relevant subject area (this link leads to fields of study at the KUG, where 
you can find possible supervisors). 

This process will depend on your personal initiative: you are to search for suitable individuals 
on the websites of the KWDS/KUG and/or ZHdK and then approach a single potential artistic 
supervisor as well as a single academic supervisor (please make no parallel inquiries to more 
than one potential supervisor of each kind). Send your proposed exposé (approx. 7-12 pages 
plus references to your relevant artistic works or preliminary research) to your preferred 
supervisors. If you receive helpful feedback as part of the response, this is generous and 
voluntary – potential supervisors are explicitly not required to coach you during the application 
preparation period. 

Please inform the KWDS immediately if both, the artistic and the scientific professors consider 
your finished exposé to be sufficient to apply with and they confirm their interest in supervision 
by a written consent. Applications without the required two confirmations of supervision will 
not be accepted. 
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In addition to the two internal supervisors, each Dr. artium candidate has two further external 
advisors (another artistic professor, as well as another scholarly/scientific professor), whose 
contribution shall be providing critical feedback from an external perspective.  These advisors 
also have a role of external examiners. You can make suggestions for potential external advisors 
in your exposé; however, please do not contact them yourself! The KWDS officially approaches 
external advisors at its internal discretion. 
 

5. Do I need to provide evidence of my language skills?  
It is assumed that applicants are proficient in English or German to the level C1 as set out in the 
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. It is not necessary to provide 
written evidence with your application. However, the Admissions Board may ask you to submit 
evidence of language skills after consideration of your exposé and the oral admission exam.  

 

6. What is the timeline of the application process and when can 
I start my studies? 

We recommend you send your exposé to your preferred supervisors no later than December.  
After receiving the confirmation of supervision, the required documents (see application form) 
must be received by the Doctoral School for Artistic Research by the end of February. 

All applications received on time are initially checked to ensure that they are complete and that 
they meet the admission requirements by the Dean of Studies. In the positive case, you will 
receive an invitation to an oral presentation followed by a discussion of your project. This 
usually takes place on site in Graz in June of the same year. If you get another consistently 
positive result, you can take up the Dr. artium studies in Winter Semester (October). 

 

OUTLINE: 

- December: Send your exposé to your preferred supervisors. 

- February: Together with the written confirmation by both potential supervisors, the required 
documents (see application form) must be received by the Doctoral School for Artistic 
Research. 

- March-May: All the applications received on time will be reviewed. After a positive 
assessment of the exposé by the internal admissions board, you will receive an invitation to 
an aural presentation with a subsequent discussion of your project. 

- June (approx.): Your Presentation/Interview takes place 
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- October: start of the Dr. artium programme 

7. How much time will I be required to spend in Graz?  
While not absolutely necessary, it highly practical and desirable to relocate to Graz. In any case, 
you should plan for sufficient periods of attendance in Graz (and/or Zurich, where applicable) in 
order to not only attend seminars etc. but also to allow for the time of intensive discussion with 
your supervisors and peers. Compulsory courses are scheduled in blocks taking place in Graz 
(due to the pandemic, there are currently phases of hybrid or online teaching). On average, the 
time requirement for the compulsory courses (next to Privatissima and Colloquia) in Graz per 
semester is 4 semester hours/week (equal to four 2-day blocks). The month of May commonly 
has the greatest time requirement and is set aside for intensive study (May Residencies). You 
are also required to participate in the annual research festival (doctoral forum) ARTikulationen 
(annually, in early October). Where justified, the programme of study may also be done on a 
part time basis. 

 
8. What are the costs of studying at the KUG? 
An overview of the amounts involved (tuition and student union fees) can be found here.  

 
9. Are there any grants available?  
For many doctoral students, the Dr. artium programme involves expenses in connection with 
their research, e.g. for external commissions, ensemble performances, audio or film recording 
for documentation purposes, and not least travel to presentations. These costs must be 
financed by the doctoral student themselves and outlined in the financial plan with regard to 
feasibility (e.g. via self funding, third-party funding and/or external scholarships). In addition, 
the KWDS offers a range of grants and financial support: the KWDS Stipend (see below), grants 
for experimental and lab work (call for applications opens in the winter semester), travel grants 
(see question 10) and smaller grants on a case-by-case basis.  

Applications for a KWDS Stipend (currently amounting to max. EUR 8,500 per award, graded 
according to previous receipt) can be made to the Programme Assistant of the KWDS 
(doctorartium@kug.ac.at) immediately on the acceptance to the programme, until September 
30 of the corresponding year; the Director of the KWDS will make recommendations to the 
Vice-Rector of Research regarding the nominees and the distribution of the stipends on the 
basis of available funds. Application results are usually available in December. 
 

  

https://www.kug.ac.at/en/studying/before-studying/studying-costs/


 5 

The selection criteria are:  

•  excellence in the project or evidence of excellent project progress or academic performance 
and/or 

• in legitimate exceptional cases, social aspects (e.g. unforeseen restricted employment, 
difficult living conditions [e.g. single parent]) 

The basic requirement that study costs must be financed by all the doctoral students – 
irrespective of potential scholarship receipt – remains unchanged in any case. 

 
10. Will the cost of travel to compulsory conferences be 
subsidized?  
Doctoral students may apply for a subsidy towards travel costs or similar expenses. A maximum 
of EUR 1,000 will be awarded to each student over the entire duration of the programme.  

The following guidelines for subsidies apply:  

• Before any travel is undertaken, a list of the anticipated costs (travel to and from the 
conference, hotel, conference fees etc.) must be submitted to the KWDS, which will be 
presented to the Director for approval;  

• Should a subsidy be granted, all the receipts and tickets relating to travel costs must be 
presented upon return  

• After the conference, a programme of the conference (in cases of active participation, 
this must list your presentation) and a short personal report must be submitted to the 
office of the KWDS.  

 
11. What does the cooperation with the Zurich University of the 
Arts ZHdK entail? 

The cooperation agreements between KUG and the Departments of Music, as well as 
Theater, Performing Arts and Film of the ZHdK bindingly regulate the cooperation with 
regard to the supervision of the Dr.artium studies of the KWDS as follows: They grant 
doctoral students a choice of (suitable) internal supervisors at KUG as well as at ZHdK 
(professors or persons with Habilitation or Habilitation equivalent), which includes 
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participation in the respective Privatissima (i.e. individual artistic tuition) and the 
scientific or artistic-scientific colloquia. The legal basis is "the study law provisions in the 
University Act 2002, the statutes of the KUG, the curricula for the artistic or scientific 
doctoral studies at the KUG, as well as the regulations of the artistic doctoral and PhD 
schools as amended from time to time". For the courses of the curriculum, which 
currently take place predominantly at the KUG, the corresponding presence in Graz is 
required. 

Enquiries regarding the Zurich University of the Arts should be made to Prof Jörn-Peter Hiekel 
for music and Dr Yvonne Schmidt for performing arts. 
 

---  
Your contact person for further questions outside of these FAQs is the 
Programme Assistant of the KWDS.  For general enquiries about 
studying at the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz (KUG), 
please see the Welcome Center and/or the information in the Leitfaden 
Studieren an der Kunstuniversität Graz.  

https://studieren.kug.ac.at/en/study/before-your-studies/who-can-i-contact/welcome-center.html
https://studieren.kug.ac.at/en/study.html
https://studieren.kug.ac.at/en/study.html

